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Topics 

- Ideas for exploring learning styles. 

- Teaching approaches. 
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Now, watch some videos by clicking on the image below: 
 

 
 

Think about these questions: 

- Do the videos relate learning to different learning styles 
implicitly? 

- Do they also link EYL to sociocultural theory?  

- Do the videos promote a communicative classroom? 

- Do you find these videos helpful? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLQ6j1PWbifA21hsaWOYOmMoSxR8jD1Uel
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The traditional versus the Communicative Approach 

                                    
 

he traditional techniques 
used to teach grammar 
found in structural 

grammar books did not really 
foster communication. They 
obliged learners to painfully long 
perseverance in order to 
memorize language patterns. 

This resulted in bored, 
disaffected students who 
managed to produce correct 
forms on exercises and tests, 
but consistently made errors 
when they tried to use the 
language in context. This does 
not mean doing away with 
grammar, of course, but finding 
more effective ways of teaching 
it.    

On the other hand, there are 
many  teachers  who influenced 
by recent theories of language 
learning and language 
acquisition,  expect learners to 
acquire a second language in 
the same way as they acquired 
their first language, that is , 

without overt grammar 
instruction.  Students are 
expected to absorb the rules of 
the second language  by means 
of  reading ,listening and using 
the language in communicative 
tasks. This is not usually the 
case, grammar cannot be 
guessed or inferred most of the 
times and learners need to 
compare and contrast the 
grammar in the target language 
with the grammar of their mother 
tongue. We must remember that 
learners’ age is a crucial factor 
here, as the older they get, the 
more active their understanding 
will be of what grammar is and 
how it works. 

Life has changed and so has 
learning styles. Therefore, we 
should try to make our teaching 
more challenging, more 
appealing to our students of 
today and our main concern 
should be communication rather 
than grammar. In order to 

T 
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achieve these aims new 
strategies should be used. 
 
Extensive drilling and 
memorization of grammar forms 
takes us back to 1970’s and this 
is the 21st century! In order to 
communicate students need to 
use grammar patterns, but let 
them develop their language 
awareness.  
 
As you may well remember from 
previous Didactics lessons, 
Chomsky maintained that 
human beings are born with an 
internal language acquisition 
device (LAD) that enables them 
to acquire whatever language 
they are exposed to. This is part 
of our genetic inheritance and 
this is what helps us to learn a 
foreign language.  
 
This is the basic assumption 
underlying the communicative 
approach and we have 
extensively read and discussed 

Chomsky’s concepts, but now is 
the time to integrate theory and 
practice. 
 
Let us now compare the 
traditional teaching approach 
with the communicative 
approach. 
 

- What would you 
describe as traditional 
grammar exercises?  

- See if you agree with 
the list below 

 
- drills 
- gap-filling exercises 
- underline the correct form 

of the verb 
- provide plural forms 

 
Traditional teaching techniques 
were supplanted by or combined 
with the more effective 
strategies that would raise 
learners’ awareness of grammar 
forms, thus facilitating 
communicative language use. 
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 Harmer’s (2012) summary of GT, AL, CLT, and TBL.  
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